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Excerrt fro. article in Japan “Vines dated 
August 6, 1931. 


“War i inister General Minami‘s speech delivered at 
the conference of division command: 's Tuesday has caused a 
great sensation in various cuarters, especislly »Secause of 
his reference to the !.ancihurian situation. 


"Among othors, the younger Dict :embers of the 
Minseito vere infuriated at what they tall the militarists' 
att ,t to interfcre with politics, wh’le sone Urper House 
nom.@rs also voiced unreserved critic: :n for the same reason. 


"The press was ouick in taking vp the issue. The 
Tokyo Asahi and the Jiji editorially scored Ceneral Linami 
Yednesday mornin,;, and the Tolyo iiichi Nichi, the Kochi and 
several other ;apers followed suit Thursday morning. 


. 
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"The paragraphs of General hinami's speech which 
were mace the c..icef target of unfavora>le criticism follows: 


"The army reform project embodies our minimum demands 
necessary for the renovation of the army. loreover, it will 
involve very great sacrifice for the crmy when enforced. 


"'In spite of this, certain outsiders in irresponsible 
positions or those who are not seriously concerned with 
national defense are prone to think thet the army authorites 
dere to mako uncue demands regardless cf the present con- 
ditions of the netion. 


"t Sore other observers, withovt studying the conditions 
of neighboring foreign covntries, hastily advocate limitation 
of armaments anc enraye in -ropagands unfavora»le for the 
nation ané tho arny. 


“YArain soire others attenpt to sake advantage of the 
sresent psychology of the poorle, ho !appen to be feeling 
financial and «conomic uneasiness wit!. a view to reducing 
the army for domestic reasons. 


"Correct Listakes 


"'T hove you will cooperate with the War linistry 
authorities to wake offorts to correct such mistakes for 
the purpose of bettering enderstanding and cooperation >etween. 
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military and civil circles in this coun’ry “ith the Imperial 
family as own center. 


"'NManchuria and Fongolia are very closely related to 
our country from the viewpoint of our national defense as well 
as of politics and eccoromics. 


n't) cs "so be regretted toat the revent situation in tha‘ 


part of Cairs is following f& txvend untevorribdle to our Enyire. 


"tThe recen? change in internat onal polities and the 
recent decline 7 an s nres 2 ccy 1.00 with tre recent 
ascendancy of 1) ra cn ui. tation. at sew onomic pover 
in China, are scspons: iW osuth 6 tsndercy, which is a 
phenomenon of parrenc:t vation img ’w.d of peing a passing 
one . 


"sI4n vis: uch < “nati I no.a you vill execute 
your duty in idauecesin hoe troops with enthusiasm 
and sincerity so wnat vou mu, serve the cause of His Majesty 
to perfection. '" *** 


